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UMTSD  STATES  25J^A^TI\1E>TT  OF  AGRICULTUlffi    ^  A  R  Y 

Office  of  Information  \  HfiGElVED 


Aani  CULTURE  J^J)  NATIOIMAL  DEFENSE 


AMERICAM  AG?J CULTURE  ]^QBILIZESr     Radio  series  under  this  name  l:egins  on  National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  Thursday,  Decemher  11,  and  on  each  Tuesday  thereafter  for 
an  indefinite  period.    Programs  already  arc  tentatively  scheduled  thrcagh 
Tehr-aary,'    Mem.lDers  of  State  and  County  U3DA  boards  vzill  he  cslled  on  to  TDartici- 
pate  in  these  hroadcasts.     Members  of  the  New  Hampshire  USDA  defense  hoard  will 
broadcast  on  "The  Job  Ahead"  from  Nev  York  City  on  December  11.     On  the  following 
•Tuesday  the  Iowa  USDA  defense  board  v,dll  talk  about  "Kee-ning  Farm  Machines  in 
Front  Lines"  from  ChicBgo.     "Beef  for  America  and  Britain"  will  be  the  subject 
for  the  i'ebraska  USDA  defense  board  on  December  23.     From.   this,  point  programs 
are  tentative. 

BUY  I CBL/vMD ^  S  FI SH;     Kal  Bjornson,  formerly  -^u  th  Farm'Credit  Administration,-  will 
go  to  Iceland  shortly  where  he  will  purchase  fish  from  Icelandic  fishermen  with 
lend-lease  f'lncs  for  shipment  to  Britain,     The  fish  will  be  purchased  with  Amer- 
ican aollsrs  and  checked  against  British  lease-lend.     This  will  afford  Iceland 
with  i\nerican  dollars  to  buy  food  in  this  country.     (Money  spent  for  the  fish 
will  not  be  charged  against  the  Dep't's  lease-lend  commitment.     Another  fund  has 
been  set  aside  for  this  purpose.) 

SPAS  OK'S  Iim  MACHIITERY  FLAI\^;     The  ^applies  Priorities  and  Allocations  Board, 
hcadea  by  Vice-President  Wallace,  put  its  stamp  of  approval  on  the  plan  to  pro- 
vice  materials  for  the  fam  cquipm.ent  industry.     New  machines  will  be  limAted  to 
go  percent  of  I5UO,   and  repairs  I50  percent,     A  high  priority  rating  will  guar- 
antee delivery  of  m.aterials.     Supplies  of  some  repair  parts  will  be  greater  than 
others,  dairy  equipm.ent  up  200  p  rcent  for  instan-ce.     These  allowances  are  m.ade 
from*  the  defense  board  raschinery  survey  which  showed  greater  needs  in  somiS  lines. 


PLAiTT  SITE  PROTESTS;     Acquisition  of  land  for  the  new  exolosives  program  will 
definitely  affect  agriculture.      The  War  Department  is  s-zmpathetic  with  agricul- 
ture's problems,   ana  has  made  cyct:/  effort  to  avoid  taking  over  good  farm  land. 
But  each  explosives  i^lant  requires  level  land  near  an  almost  unlimited  supply  of 
water,  and  good  transports tion  and  po^^'er  facilities.     They  must  be  inland,  and 
must  fit  in  geographically  -^1  th  the  ordnance  plant  net^'ork.     The  War  Department 
has  combed  the  Nation  searching  for  suitable  sites  and  finds  it  practically  im- 
possible to  avoid  getting  into  farm  land  for  the  new  program. 

Farmers  as  a  rile  realize  that  the  Arriy  is  fighting  des-oerately  against 
tim.e,  has  Tiade  extensive  and  far-reaching  surveys  before  a  site  is  actually 
selectea,   and  has  taken  into  consideration  agricultural  problems.     Any  protests 
on  sites  from  farmrrs  should  be  thoughtfully  considered  and  should  include  sug- 
gestions for  alternate  sites. 
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Big  PUSH  PIT  COFSMVATION,   SUBSTITUTION,  MD  SALVAG2;     Su'bstitution  of  more  ' 
alDundsnt  materials  for  critical  materials,   elimination  of  waste,  and  salvage 
of  metals  is  "being  vigorously  pushed  "by  defense  agencies,  and  farmers  should 
"begin  now  adjusting  to  this  effort.     0?M,   for  example,  is  asking  manufacturers 
of  "bam  equipment  to  su'ostitute  wood  for  metals.    -Civilian  requirements  for 
strategic  materials  are  l^eing  cut  to  the  "bone. 

LABOHATORIES  OET  PRIOHTY  ORDER;     0PM  has  -assigned  an  A=h5  (defense)  rating 
(Preference  Rating  Order  P-62)   for  the  production  of  l^.boratory  equipment  and 
reagent  materials.     The  order  covers  pu"blic  la"borator?  es  and  those  commercial 
organizations  licensed  hy  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  carry  out  analytical 
and  control  work  authorized    "by  law. 

LOOKING  APIBA3  OK  INSECTICIDES:     Office  of  Agricultural  Defense  Relations  strong 
ly  recommends  that  farmers ' start  figuring  on  their  future  requirements  for 
insecticides,  fungicides,  and  fumigarits.     Reason  is  that  0PM  may  soon  issue  a 
priority  order  on  insecticides,   fungicides,   ?ind  disinfectants,  rhich  will  en- 
able distributors  to  get  suDDlies  according  to  orders  on  their  "books. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTi\iElMT  OF  A&RI CULTURE 
Office  of  Information 

..  .  ANjD-55-UI 

Novem'ber  2q ,  19U1 

FOR  ADlvIINISTHilTIVE  USE  0¥LY 

AGRiaiLTURE  MD  NAT  I  ON  DEFHn^SE 

SUIviiURY  OF  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENT  St  UNITED  KINGDOM;  In  a  speech  iDefore  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  (R.  S.  Hudson)  eraDhasized  the  following 
TDoints  with  vesvect  to  future  British  agricultural  Tiolicy: 

1.  That  farmers  would  he  quite  safe  in  olanning  a  continuation  of  their 
present  operations  (i.e.,  with  each  farm  Toroducing  a  maximum  volume  of  food) 
until  the  l^h^  harvest,  and  that  they  should  work  out  theiY'^farm  Torogrsms  with 
that  fact  in  mindt 

2.  That  in  view  of  existing  sup-olics  of  lahor,  machinery,   and  fertiliz- 
ers no  further  substantial  increase  in  arahle.land  could  "be  contomiolated,  hut 
that  from  now  on  farmers  should  concentrate  on  consolidating  gains  already  made; 

3.  That  the  G-overnraent  was  taMng  sterns  for  the  formgtion  of  a  sound 
iC'Ost-war  agricultural  r)olicy,.     In  that  connection,  a  survey  is  under  way  ^Ith 
a  view  to  TorcDaring  a  ma-o  for  each  farm  showing  its  natural  r;Otcntiali tics, 

soil  characteristics,  iDr'^^sont  state  of  cultivation,  acreages  under  various  crons, 
animal  ooiDulation,  and  condition  of  farm  huildings, 

h.     That  attention  was  Doing  devoted  to  determining  what  needed  to  he 
done  to  assure  that  sufficient  lahor  and  huilding  material  would  he  available 
7'hen  the  war  was  over  to  -provide  cottages  req^uirod  to  house  the  rural  oOToulation 
and  to  repair  farm  huildings; 

5.  That  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  welcomed  the  recent  action  of  the 
Agricultural  Wages  Board  in  raising  the  minimum  wage  of  farm  workers  to  60 
shillings  ($12.11)  a  week,  hut  that  the  Government  was  now  confronted  with  the 
■orohlem  of  adjusting  agricul tursil  returns  to  cover  the  increased  cost  of  produc- 
tion,     In  that  connection,   the  Minister  emphasized  that  the  urban  poioulation  of 
the  country  would  have  to  be  educated  to  acce-ot  the  fact  that  agricultural 
workers  could  not  be  paid  a  reasonable  wage,   ancL  that  their  emnloycrs  (the  farm 
owners  and  operators)  coula  not  be  expected  to  keep  their  land  in  cultivation 
and  maintain  soil  fertility,  unless  townspeople  were  willing  to  pay  a  reasonable 
price  for  the  food  which  they  Durchascd, 

6.  That  the  traditional  insistence  of  the  great  trade  unions  and  indus- 
trial workers  for  cheap  food  from  abroad  h^id  resulted  for  generations  not  only 
in  "sweated  labor"  for  farmer  7,'orkers  at  home,  but  also  in  "sweated  land"  in  the 
primary  producing  countries  overseas.     That  if  the  United  Kingdom  hoped  to  see 

a  revival  of  British  export  trade  and  its  accompanying  employment  of  large 
numbers  of  British  people  after  the  war  it  would  be  necessary  to  assure  thgt 
consumdng  countries  abroad  -ourchasing  British  goods  are  prosperous.     That  since 
those  consuming  countries  are  agricultural  countries,    they  could  be  "orosperous 
only  if  the  British  are  willing  to  "oay  a  high  enoiogh  price  for  food  imports  to 
enable  fariers  in  the  exporting  co'ontries  to  cultivate  their  l-snds  and  to  main- 
tain their  soil  fertility. 
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The  Ministry  of  Food  announced!  that  the  current  special  cheese  ration 
¥/ould  "be  increased  from  8  ounces  to  12  ounces  per  7/eek,   effective  DecemlDer  15. 
The  s-oecial  ration  is  availalDle  only  to  priority  consumers  (i.e.,  vegetarians, 
s:.gri cultural  workers,  underground  minc;rB,  county  and  rural  district  roadmen, 
forestry  workers,  land  drainage  snd  catchment  hoard  workers,  -the  women^s  land 
army,  canal  maintenance  men,  certain  classes  of  railwaymen  and  agricultural 
industry  v/orkers,   and  roadst'^^ne  and  limestone  quarrymen.)     The  cheese  ration 
for  non-rriority  consumers  remains  at  3  ounces  per  week. 

The  Ministry  also  announced  that  priority  in  fresh  egg  sup^^lies  would  "be 
given  to  nursing  ^nd  expectant  mothers,   to  certain  classes  of  invalids,  and 
children  under  6  years.    Moreover,  four  eggs  per  month  will  he  the  allowance 
for  priority  consumers  instead  of  one  egg  per  month  as  heretofore,     lUgg  distri- 
hutions  to  retailers  are  made  irregularly  hecause  of  -the  supply  situation.  It 
was  enphasized,  however,   that  priority  classes  in  urhan  districts  vrould  obtain 
at  least  one  egg  per  week,  '•'hilc  the  non-priority  classes  would  continue  to 
receive  only  one  egg  per  month. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  announced  that  dairymen  had  heen  instructed  not  to 
deliver  more  than  2  pints  of  fresh  nilk  per  week  to  non-priority. consumers, 
effective  Novemher  23.     It  v/as  pointed  out  that  in  some  areas  the  supply  '-''ould 
not  allow  this  aiiount  .to  he  distributed  hut  that  supplies  would  he  redirected 
to  make  distribution  as  even  as  possible.    I'ursin.g  and  expectant  mothers, 
children,  invalids,   and.  hospitals  are  assured  of  their  priority  supply.  Pro- 
uucer-retailers  in  towns  of  loss  than  30,000  population  are  not  affected  by 
the  nrw  cut. 

SOUTH  i'LFRICA;     The  p^jr chase  by  the  United  States  (Defense  Supplies  Corporation) 
of  125,000,000  pounas  of  British  owned  South  African  wool  was  announced  in  South 
Africa.     The  price  at  which  the  purchase  v/as  made  vias  not  made  public.    The  wool 
will  be  aadecL  to  the  "stockpile"  owned  or  stored  in  the  United  States. 

EG-YPT;     The  Egyptian  G-overnment  decided  under  a  law  dated  October  30,  19^1,  to 
discourage  to  a  certain  extent  the  cultivation  of  cotton  by  agreeing  to  pay  a 
bounty  ranging  from  I50  to  200  piasters  per  feddan  ($6.00  to  $8.00  per  acre)  to 
cultivators  Y'ho  plant  their  lands  to  barley,  beans,  and  wheat. 

NSW  ZbJiLAS'Dt     High  wages  ana  enlistments  have  stimulated  increased  purchases 
of  farm  machinery  by  Ne?,^  Zealand  farmers.     The  number  of  electric  motors  in  use 
on  farms  at  the  end  of  19UO  stood  at  62,000,000  compared  with  57,000,00""^  a  year 
previous.    The  number  of  nilking  machines  in  use  increased  by  1,300,000  in  the 
same  period.    However,   the  use  of  separators  is  declining  due  to  the  shift  from 
butter  to  cheese  production. 

Wool  manufacturing  facilities  have  increased  considerably  and  further 
expansion  is  expected  as  soon  as  machinery''  ordered  from  abroad  can  be  delivered. 
However,   there  is  a  shortage  of  some  lines  of  woolen  goods  because  of  reduced 
imports  and  the  concentration  of  mills  on  supplying  lines  for  military  purposes. 
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